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♦♦♦ Dr. Linda Edmonds Turner is Named Interim President as Dr. Terrence Gomes Retires as 
President of Roxbury Community College 

Dr. Linda Edmonds Turner was appointed interim president of Roxbury Community College following Dr. Terrence A. 
Gomes' announcement that he would retire after serving as the College's president for nine years. The RCC Board of Trustees 
recommended Dr. Turner's appointment, which was later approved by the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education. Dr. Turner 
served as president of the Urban College of Boston from 2002 to 2011 where her many accomplishments include increasing 
enrollment by 40 percent and expanding the number of graduates who transferred to four-year colleges and universities. She 
is active on several community and educational boards, including the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities in 
Massachusetts (AICUM); National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities (NAICU); and the American Council 
on Education (ACE) Commission on Women in Higher Education, (click here for Dr. Turner's biography) 

"We're pleased to welcomed Dr. Linda Edmonds Turner to Roxbury Community College," said Anita Crawford, chair of RCC's 
Board of Trustees. "Dr. Turner is well aware of the challenges and opportunities that the College and our community face, 
and has a record of success. We look forward to her bringing a steady presence to this important institution during a time of 
transition." 

A steering committee has been formed to plan a celebration party for Dr. Terrence A. Gomes. The steering committee intends 
to publically recognize and celebrate Dr. Gomes for his accomplishments as President of RCC and many years of service in 
Massachusetts public higher education. 



GRANT NEWS 



♦ 




Walmart PRESS for Completion Grant 

Roxbury Community College, an Achieving the Dream Leader College, was selected as one of 15 community colleges across 
the country to win a $100,000 Walmart PRESS (Persistence, Retention and Student Success) for Completion grant. The grant 
program, sponsored by the Walmart Foundation and administered by Achieving the Dream, a national nonprofit leading the 
nation's most comprehensive non-governmental reform network for community college student success, will enable Roxbury 
Community College to better engage faculty (especially adjunct faculty) and staff in important campus-based reform efforts 
and ensure that more students have a better chance of staying in school and obtaining a market-valued credential. The grant 
will include a 27-month process during which time the College will receive technical assistance and support from Achieving the 
Dream, Inc. 

"Roxbury Community College has met high standards of practice and performance and is well-positioned to tackle one of the 
toughest community college reform challenges our nation is facing: engaging more full-time and adjunct faculty and staff in 
student success efforts," said Rachel Singer, Vice President of Achieving the Dream, Inc. 

Continued on next page £> 
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♦♦♦ Transition to Community College Grant 

Next Stop: College, RCC's Transition to College Program, recently received a $65,000 per year grant from the Massachusetts 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. The new program will expand access and opportunity to higher education 
by providing Adult Basic Education (ABE) Transition to College services. The program will offer four free courses to eligible 
students: College Experience, Microcomputer Applications, Introductory Algebra, and Developmental Reading and Writing II. 



*** 









♦ Title III Update 

Eleven additional RCC classrooms will be upgraded over the summer with learner-centered technology in time for the start of 
the fall 2012 semester. The new Title-Ill funded classrooms will increase the total number of learner-centered classrooms to 22. 
The smart classrooms, as they are sometimes called, feature state-of-the-art technology to enhance teaching and learning. Title 
III funds also supported a number of RCC faculty and staff who attended professional development conferences in Baltimore, 
San Diego, Connecticut, and Massachusetts. 



♦ Green Initiative 






Morisset St. Preux, an assistant dean in the Division of Continuing Education at Roxbury Community College, has been leading 
an exciting new green initiative. With support from local politicians and a grant from the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center, the 
doors to the RCC MassGREEN Weatherization Lab will open soon in Hyde Park. Under the grant, the 15 community colleges 
were divided into regional groups and charged with developing clean energy initiatives in the areas of weatherization and home 
energy conservation. According to St. Preux, RCC is the lead institution for its region and collaborates with Bunker Hill and 
MassBay Community Colleges. The MassGREEN Weatherization Lab will be used to compliment RCC's current Solar Energy 
Training Program. 
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